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What are the Solutions?

At its March breakfast, the
Women Officials Network will
present a program discussing the
deepening fiscal crisisherein
Michigan. What combination of
spending cuts and revenue
increases can improve the
situation? Panelists will be
announced shortly.

Joinuson FRIDAY, March 2, a
7:30 am. at the Radisson
Kingsley Hotel, 39475
Woodward Avenue (on the
west side, just south of
Long Lake),
Bloomfield
Hills. Itis

AsWON approachesitstenth
anniversary, its board has started
astrategic planning process. At
itsretreat early this month, the
board developed avision and
mission for the organization.

Vision: Morewomen in
leader ship positions at all levels
of gover nment.

Mission: Empower |leaders of
today and mentor women
leader s of tomorrow.

The Fiscal Crisisin Michigan Continues

immediately
south of Dittrich
Furs and across from

you enter the building, go to the
lower level where the banquet
rooms are located; check their
directory for which room we're
in.

The cost of the continental
breakfast buffet: members $20;
non-members $25. A
reservation form can be found on
page 3. Pleasereserve
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WON’s New Vision & Mission

The board discussed ways to
implement this mission, such as
providing workshops for current
elected women, start a mentoring
program, continuing to support
campaign-training workshops,
and expanding associate
membership to anyone who
supports our vision and mission
(thiswill require a bylaw
amendment). Look for more
information about our activities
in future newsl etters.

COMING EVENTS

Friday, March 2, 7:30 a.m.
Radisson-Bloomfield Hills

Networking Breakfast
Panel on State Fiscal Crisis

Friday, March 16, 7:30 am.
Bloomfield Township Hall

WON Board Meeting
All members welcome

Tuesday, May 8
7am.-8 p.m.
School Elections

MONDAY, June4, 7:30 a.m.
Radisson-Bloomfield Hills
ANNUAL MEETING Breakfast
Speaker to be Announced
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WONder Woman Celebration Comes

For twenty-four years the Women's Survival Center
presented the Wonder Woman Celebration. The | *

event was a successful fundraiser for WSC and, over /x"k“(
the years, honored 82 women, 15% of whom were
elected officials. Unfortunately, WSC had to close its doors last

year.

Through our board member Debbie Macon, WON asked if it
could assume this long-time way to honor women who have made
adifference. The WSC board enthusiastically agreed.

This new responsibility will take many hands to maintain its his-
torical success. WON also plans to establish afoundation to han-
dle the financial aspects. If you would like to serve on the plan-
ning committee for either the dinner or the foundation or helpina
smaller way, please let us know! We anticipate that the dinner
celebration will be held on a Monday evening in October this
year. Watch for further news!

“+ Number of Women Caucus L eader s Declines
m

Women Committee Chairs Increase in the House,
Decrease in the Senate

While women held the two highest |eadership positions
in the Democratic House caucusin the last session, no women
hold leadership positionsin either House caucus higher than as-
sistant speaker pro tem, assistant floor |eader and assistant caucus
chair. Inthelast session, only one woman chaired a House com-
mittee (Rep. Barbara Vander Veen—Senior Health, Security and
Retirement). But in this session women chair six committees
(Families & Children’s Services, Government Affairs, Great
Lakes & Environment, Health Policy, Intergovernmental-Urban-
Regional Affairs, Regulatory Affairs). Thisis, in part, dueto the
now-majority Democrats having more women in their caucus
than does the other caucus.

Five women held leadership positions in the Michigan Senate last
session—three in the Republican caucus (including president pro
tem and magjority floor leader), two in the Democratic caucus.
This session only three hold such positions—two for the Republi-
cans, one for the Democrats. Last session six committees were
chaired by women (Appropriations, Finance, Health Policy, Lo-
ca-Urban & State Affairs, Natura Resources—Environmental
Affairs, Senior Citizens-Veterans Affairs). This session women
chair only three (Campaign & Election Oversight, Finance, Natu-
ral Resources—Environmental Affairs). The declinesin women
Republican leadersis, no doubt, due to the fact the number of Re-
publican women senators dropped from six to three.

WON Membersin the News

Congratulations to Judge Susan
Moiseev, 46™ District Court, who
has been named Chief Judge of
that court. A belated thank-you to
Judge Moiseev for her service on
the WON board: two years as
treasurer and one prior year as di-
rector.

Also, congrats to Judge Linda
Hallmark, Oakland County Probate
Court, who was recently honored at
the Lebanese American

Chamber of Commerce

Salute to Justice.

Record Number Elected to

US House and Senate
Record Number of Women Ran for
US Senate

r% Although the number of
women running for the
US House was not are-
cord, the number who
won was. The 110"
& Congress has 71 women
members, up from 65 in
the last session. The women come
from 29 states; 50 are Democrats,
21 are Republicans. In the previous
session, the women came from 26
states; 42 were Democrats and 23
were Republicans.

In 2006 arecord 12 women ran in
the general electionsfor the US
Senate. Eight of them were elected,
bringing the number of women in
the Senate to arecord 16. Six were
incumbents (all won), one ran for
and won an open seat, and five were
challenging male incumbents (one
won).



